SELECTED SYMPOSIA

e ngcologle

Biological invasions and their management: bridging ecological to
sociological considerations

Principal organizers

David Renault (ECOBIO)

Olivier Chabrerie (Université de Picardie Jules Verne)
Thomas Guillemaud (INRA-Nice)

Jacques Haury (AgroCampus Ouest, Rennes)

Marie Laure Desprez-Loustau (BIOGECO, Bordeaux)
Frédéric Simard (IRD)

Session description

Biological invasion studies, which seeks generic processes underlying invasiveness and invisibility, are
relatively new, and must be geared to meet the new challenges of socio-economic context. The
ecological impacts of invasive species remain controversial. Meanwhile, case studies reported that
biological invasions can jeopardize the viability of some species within an invaded community,
particularly species with small densities or low fecundity, ending in the erosion of biodiversity. The
understanding of existing feedbacks between the biological underpinnings of an invasion process and
socio-economic policies represents another caveat in our understanding of invasion processes. Our
current knowledge of biological invasions remains incomplete, and we must regroup the
environmental, economic, and sociological researches to provide a holistic approach of the
phenomenon. A diversity of independent case studies and context-dependent explanatory factors leads
to difficulty in formulating a general framework to investigate biological invasions, resulting in
shortcomings in developing a unified theory. Consequently, we believe our knowledge in this field of
study will grow substantially by bridging different scientific disciplines, sub-disciplines, and
technologies, and to share our results at national and international levels. This is the major aim of the
research group (GdR) “Biological Invasions” funded by InEE- CNRS. The bridge among these various
forms of analyses will facilitate a better understanding of invasive species success and impacts within
the invaded ecosystems. This consortium will meet on October 2016 at Palais du Pharo (Marseille), and
we are proposing to underscore and synthesised the main points on this topic via plenary lectures in
this symposia.
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